
Statement from the Native American Inter-Tribal Caucus of The United 

Methodist Church 

We, the Native American Inter-Tribal Caucus of The United Methodist Church, speak as 

the First Peoples of this land. This homeland was entrusted to us by the Creator since 

time immemorial, and it remains sacred. Creation is not property; Earth Mother is our 

relative, and the waters, winds, plants, and animals are our kin. Any vision of creation 

justice that does not include Native truths and leadership is incomplete. We remind the 

Church that we are still here, this is still our homeland, and we will continue to be here. 

We, the Native American Inter-Tribal Caucus of The United Methodist Church, offer our 

voices with the weight of our ancestors and the hope of our children. From time 

immemorial, the Creator entrusted us with this homeland. Earth Mother is not a 

possession but our sacred relative. The waters, winds, animals, plants, and stones are 

our kin, bound with us in a sacred circle of life. 

Long before pipelines, industry, and fossil fuels, our ancestors lived in harmony with 

Creation, honoring this sacred trust. When land is seized, waters are poisoned, or sacred 

sites are desecrated, it is not only the earth that suffers — our peoples, our spirits, and 

our future generations are harmed. For us, creation justice is inseparable from land 

justice. This remains our homeland, whether the church or the nation chooses to 

acknowledge it or not. 

We cannot offer “welcome” to those who came and took; we can only offer the truth. 

Land acknowledgments and words of regret mean little if they are not followed by 

action. Repentance must lead to remedy. The church must do more than confess the 

Doctrine of Discovery; it must dismantle its ongoing legacy. This means recognizing the 

lands on which United Methodist churches stand, speaking the names of the Indigenous 

Nations that cared for them, and working towards restoration and repair. 

We call on The United Methodist Church to walk with us in humility and courage. Listen 

to Native voices. Respect Native teachings. Stand with Native leadership. Do not ask us 

to bless or heal wounds that the church itself has not yet tended to. We will not offer 

forgiveness until the wrongs are made right. 

Our cultural teachings emphasize that all relationships—both human and 

non-human—must be maintained in balance for life to flourish. The Creator’s path 

encourages us to uphold this balance. If the church is genuinely committed to 

promoting creation justice, it must start with truth, acknowledge the land, and respect 

Indigenous peoples. 
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