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​
God created Adam and Eve from the ground and put them in the Garden to “serve and 

keep,” the first vocational call laid on humanity that we know of. Later, God asked Noah 

to preserve all the animals, a uniquely human task of safeguarding and regenerating 

God’s creation. The covenant made with Noah’s family extended to all flora, fauna and 

the earth itself. The Bible also relates the story of Job, where Job learned rather 

painfully that life with God is not about accumulation of wealth and power as reward for 

living an upstanding life, but it is about living in right relationship with God, which 

includes living in right relationship with one another and the natural world.  

 

The Psalms are full of examples of all creation singing and praising God. The entire 

Christ event was a creation event. It was not the salvation of an exclusive class of favored 

human beings, but the salvation of the entirety of God’s Creation. Jesus was Emmanuel, 

God with us, “us” being inclusive of all God has made. Repeatedly in our teachings, God 

makes covenant with all living things, demonstrating a love for every part of creation.  

​
As the Bible is clear that God accompanies all of creation, especially in its suffering, so 

John Wesley was crystal clear on the connection between Jesus and creation: 

​
“[Christ] is now the life of everything that lives in any kind or degree. He is the 

source of the lowest species of life, that of vegetables; as being the source of all 

the motion on which vegetation depends. He is the fountain of the life of animals, 

the power by which the heart beats, and the circulating juices flow. He is the 

fountain of all the life which man possesses in common with other animals. And 

if we distinguish the rational from the animal life, he is the source of this also.” 

Sermon 77, “Spiritual Worship,” §II.3, Works 3:95. 

​
Wesley was also clear that the mission of the church was not just to fellow human 

beings, but to the entirety of creation: 

​
"I believe in my heart that faith in Jesus Christ can and will lead us beyond an 

exclusive concern for the well-being of other human beings to the broader 

concern for the well-being of the birds in our backyards, the fish in our rivers, 

and every living creature on the face of the earth." 

God's Covenant with Animals, Lantern Books, 2000, xii 

​
Wesley’s Three Simple Rules further offer a simple mandate:  
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●​ “Do no harm.” The simplicity here is helpful. Fossil fuel induced climate 

catastrophe does irreparable harm to human life, ecosystems, and the whole 

planet.  

●​ “Do good.” It is not enough to refrain from harm, we also have to do good. As 

Wesleyan United Methodists, we have to undo the harm we’ve perpetrated. We 

have to stop burning fossil fuels and work to regenerate living systems. 

●​ “Stay in love with God.” How can we love God unless we honor God? God called 

us to a covenant with Noah and his descendants, all of us, with all the animals, 

plants, estuaries, ecosystems, bio and hydrospheres, indeed with the earth itself. 

Biblically, our relationships with God, each other, and the earth itself are so 

interconnected that we cannot have one without the others. 

​
As Christians we know that love of God and neighbor together form the Greatest 

Commandment. When Jesus is asked, “Who is my neighbor?” He responds with the 

story of the good Samaritan. This story teaches us that if my neighbor, whom I am 

required to love, is injured and in a ditch, I am obligated to do something to help that 

neighbor, and to act out of love. If the reason my neighbor is in the ditch is because of 

fossil fuel induced climate change, my obligations are the same. I must not only help 

alleviate my neighbor’s suffering, but further I also have to solve the problem that put 

my neighbor in that ditch in the first place. 

​
When it comes to climate change, the impacts are far more wide reaching than just our 

own neighborhoods or traveling paths. The impacts of carbon pollution from fossil fuels 

are world-wide.  Today, millions of our neighbors are suffering due to the chaos of 

flooding, fires, droughts, and storms made worse by climate change. The only way we as 

a church can practice love to and with these neighbors is to advocate for an end to the 

burning of fossil fuels. Care of creation, including an end to fossil fuels, must become a 

primary mission emphasis of the church if we are to continue our traditional, historical 

mission to love God’s people everywhere. 

​
Our addiction to fossil fuels and the consequent damage we’ve done to the earth​
violates God’s call to humankind  to “till and keep” the garden. If God loves the Earth 

enough to make a covenant that includes all living things, and if we are people  of God, 

then we share this covenant with the Earth. We cannot honor our  covenant by 

disregarding the damage done by the burning of fossil fuels. To live out our  covenant 

with the Earth we must take authority to do all within our power to stop burning and 

stop investing in fossil fuels.  

 


